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after dealing with certain specific charges brought forward
by the Government against the Congress, stated that " civil
disobedience was the inalienable right of a people, especially
when they have no effective voice in their Government/'
In a further telegram the Viceroy made the position of
the Government clear. He said :
" Civil Disobedience is wholly unconstitutional; there
can be no compromise with it, and the Government cannot
enter into any negotiations for its withdrawal. ... If
Congress desires to resume its position as a constitutional
party and to put an end to a movement which has brought
grave injury and suffering to the country, the way is open
to it, as it always has been. It is within the power of
Congress to restore peace by withdrawing on its own initiative
the Civil Disobedience Movement. . . ."
Since the Congress and Gandhi had declared their
intention to carry on the struggle, Gandhi was arrested and
interned as a State prisoner under Regulation XXV of 1827 ;
and Ordinances covering almost every form of political
hostility were rigorously executed throughout the country.
" In the first three months of the operation of the Ordinances
the jails in almost every Province were full to overflowing,
and special accommodation had to be found for the thousands
of prisoners who were incarcerated under the new policy/' 1
These Ordinances were promulgated for the period of six
months ; but, as the Congress had not abandoned its policy
of civil disobedience, the Government issued a new con-
solidated Ordinance including in it some of the principal
features of the various Ordinances whose application had
proved to be so successful. A considerable number of pro-
visions in the Ordinance have since been included in statutes,
so that the Governments, Central and Provincial, tinder the
future Constitution, may have the necessary weapons to
combat civil disobedience. te It is no satisfaction to my
Government," said the Viceroy in opening the new session
of the Legislative Assembly, " to be forced to propose these
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